
Amendment to Motion Regarding Potential Loan to South Tyneside and Sunderland 
NHS Foundation Trust  
 

The Council notes that:  
  

1) On a national level, the Labour Party  has stated that “Labour will halt and review 
the NHS ‘Sustainability and Transformation Plans’, which are looking at closing 
health services across England, and ask local people to participate in the redrawing 
of plans with a focus on patient need rather than available finances.”  
  
2) That the STP is no longer a strategic plan for the NHS.  
  
3) Phase one of the Path to Excellence has seen a number of services moved out of  
our borough, most recently seen in the loss of Children’s A&E from South Tyneside  
after 10pm.  
  

4) The changes brought about by phase one of the Path to Excellence mean that it is  
harder for the people of South Tyneside to access some services and this issue can  
be worse for some of the most vulnerable groups in our community, who are often  
more likely to face challenges associated with increased travel time/costs.  
  

5) The Joint Health Scrutiny Committee referred Phase One of the Path to 
Excellence to the Secretary of State and that there are still a number of unresolved 
concerns regarding travel & transport/patient’s access to services.  
  
6) That to date, Phase Two of the Path to Excellence has not secured funding from 
NHS England 

  
7) That South Tyneside and Sunderland Foundation Trust has held exploratory talks 
with South Tyneside and Sunderland City councils over potentially borrowing money 
via the Public Works Loan Board - £35m from South Tyneside Council to provide 
capital investment on South Tyneside and £15m from Sunderland City Council to 
provide capital investment in Sunderland 

  
8) The public  statements made by the South Tyneside and Sunderland FT that their 
site at South Tyneside forms an intregal part of their long terms plans for health 
provision across South Tyne and Wear.  
  

9) That any loan would be the responsibility of the NHS to re-pay and that a capital 
investment of £35m into the infrastructure at South Tyneside Hospital will lead to the 
development of new facilities and services at South Tyneside Hospital   
  
This Council resolves to:  
  

1) Only to support a loan of this type – if applied for by the South Tyneside and 
Sunderland FT- if the loan would facilitate the development of the physical 
infrastructure of the site - including a new multi-storey car park – to fulfill the 
commitment to improving and expanding local health services in the Borough.   

  

2) Continue to support the Save South Tyneside Hospital Campaign, Trade  
Unions, and other key stakeholders in their work to protect and improve local 
access to NHS services in the borough.  

 
 



3) Write to the Secretary of State for Health to enquire whether any NHS  
Trusts in England have taken out a PWLB Loan to facilitate improvements to 
the assets of their local hospitals and whether any have defaulted on their loan 
agreement. 

  
  
  
 


